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discovered that they had been sent a message to
have no truck with me. One straightforward word
from them that they would not go would have saved
all that long wait on the sand-bank.
Then suddenly I was heartened, for Georges Brun
came up the river, having made good time ahead of
the slower-moving group because he had the out-
board motor. He brought a few supplies and some
quinine. Georges also brought news of the Expedi-
tion, which was now well on its way. They had had
many delays and troubles; and both John and
Georges had been sick, but now had quite recovered.
Previous to this, Alasdair had gone down with
an obstinate attack of fever. No treatment we could
give would stay it, and he was compelled to leave
for the higher altitudes and thence home.
That night Garces went down with fever, which,
in spite of our new supply of quinine, grew rapidly
worse and, to add to our troubles, after darkness set
in the river suddenly began to rise. Although it was
not yet raining where we were, there must have been
a downpour higher up in the mountains.
The speed with which these rivers rise is astonish-
ing. In talking over the dangers of this, Garces, who
knew the river well, dismissed any chance of the
sand-bank's being submerged.
However, the river crept up foot by foot. Why
these things so often have to happen at night, when
darkness adds to one's difficulties, is one of Nature's
mysteries.